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ABSTRACT

At the present, culture is one of the most impdrfactors of development. The role of culture inedlepment should be
treated as multi-layered: on the one hand as annsic value, on secondly as a real factor of regibdevelopment
leading to increased attractiveness of regionstfmrrists, residents and investors, thirdly, as anive factor of social
development based on knowledge, tolerance and icitgatCulture also belongs to a fundamental refex@ point in
relation to metropolitan functions and the sigraiice of cities in spatial, economic and social agaments. Currently
observable changes in the economies of highly dpedl countries demonstrate the increased signifieaof social
capital as a significant factor of economic devetemt, which in large part determines the effecfiwectioning of the
economy. Culture, which comprises one of the prynedements of preparation to life in society, playsarticular role in
the development of social capital. Culture relatediertakings contribute to an increase in the ietlal potential of
regions and the building of a conscious, open atherant citizen society.

The purpose of this paper is an attempt to presatitire as a factor of social and economic grovEkamples
related to Indian experience with implementatiorswéictural funds depict the thesis of culture asignificant factor in
development. In the end, a development visiondi&inSocio-Cultural-Economic policy in the contekicultural related
activities is presented here for further studiesnafly, this paper impacts the economic developntBrdugh socio-

cultural transformation.
KEYWORDS:Economic Development, Socio-Cultural Transformat®acio-Cultural-Economic Policy
INTRODUCTION

Socio-economic development of the disadvantagedpgr@s a comprehensive area and needs to be uroirgigarding
different frameworks. Social, political, biologicacience and technology, language and literatigelee main areas that
need to be developed to lead to empowerment ofddisdaged groups. Within the socio-economic frant&wo
development is referred to improvement within tifestyles of the individuals through improved edima, incomes, skill
development and employment. It is the process @fi@nic and social transformation based on cultamal environmental
factors. Therefore, it can be understood as thegs of social and economic development within dbeiety. It is
measured with indicators such as, gross domestidupt, life expectancy, literacy and levels of emyphent. Social
development is a process, which results in thesfommation of the social institutions in a mannghich improves the
capability of the society to meet the objectivesoomic development is the development of economealth and

resources of the nations or regions for the welhdgpef the individuals
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Socio-economic development is a comprehensiveandareeds to be understood regardingdifferent finaories.
Social, political, biological, science and techmplplanguage and literature are the main areasted to be developed to
lead to empowerment of disadvantaged groups. With&n socio-economic framework, development is reterto
improvement within the lifestyles of the individeathrough improved education, incomes, skill depelent and
employment. It is the process of economic and $dcamsformation based on cultural and environmefdators.
Therefore, it can be understood as the processaidilsand economic development within the sociktis measured with
indicators such as, gross domestic product, lifeeetancy, literacy and levels of employment. Sod@lelopment is a
process, which results in the transformation of gbeial institutions in a manner, which improves ttapability of the
society to meet the objectives. Economic developrgethe development of economic wealth and ressuof the nations
or regions for the well-being of the individualsac®-economic development and empowerment of thithuals leads to
progress and wellbeing in all spheres. It influenal aspects of human existence within the courithg main area that
needs to be improved is system of education ancketsbould be establishment of educational instingj where
disadvantaged groups are provided with educatiee, ¢f cost. Development of literacy skills andwsition of education
would help the individuals to obtain employment ogpnities. Employment opportunities would helprthgenerate a
source of income and sustain their living condgsio®ross Domestic Product is the major indicatosafio-economic
development. It does not take into account imporéspects such as leisure time, environmental tyuéleedom, social
justice or gender equality. Another indicator, papita income also does not indicate the levehobine equality among
individuals. This is the reason that the concegitwhan development is made use of. It is focused tipe overall quality

of lives of the individuals, opportunities and riglhat they have.
Concept of Social Exclusion

Social exclusion is the denial of equal opportesiimposed by certain groups on others, contradidti the inability of

the individuals to participate in the social, econmo andpolitical functioning of the society. Whemdividuals are in a
deprived state and they are not given rights tdeean effective contribution, then they are statele socially excluded.
Two main features of social exclusion are, firgpudvation is multidimensional; there is denialesfual opportunities in
multiple spheres. Second, it is embedded in theesdaelations and societal institutions. There diverse ways through
which social exclusion can cause poverty and defidu. It is regarded as a major barrier within ¢berse of their socio-
economic development and empowerment. Social ercidgs a considerable impact on an individualzeas to equal
opportunity, if social interactions take place bed#w groups in a power subordinate relationship. Tdws on

disadvantaged groups recognizes the importancecilgelations in the analysis of poverty and unsdy.

In India, exclusion revolves around the societérirelations and institutions that exclude, disanite, isolate
and deprive some groups on the basis of theiriiyetike caste and ethnicity. Historically, thesta system has regulated
and controlled the social and economic life of ithdividuals within the country. The nature of exsilan revolving around
the caste system particularly needs to be undetsiod conceptualised. It is the caste based erdusihich has formed
the basis for various anti-discriminatory polici@g&hin the country. The organisational structuretlté caste system is
based on the division of people into social groopsastes in which the civil, cultural and economghts of each
individual caste are pre-determined by birth andienaereditary. The assignments of civil, culturad &conomic rights
are unequal and hierarchal. The most importantfeadf the caste systemis that it provides forgulaory mechanism to

administer the social and economic organisatiomutin the instruments of social isolation or so@all economic
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penalties. The caste system is strengthened funthikrjustification and support from philosophieements within the

Hindu religion.

Exclusion and discrimination in civil, cultural apdrticularly in economic spheres, such as occapatnd labour
employment, is therefore, internal to the systeng a necessary outcome of its governing principlesthe market
economy framework, occupational immovability wowolderate through restraints in various markets siscland, labour,
credit and services required for any economic #gtivabour, being an integral part of the prodaotiprocess of any
economic activity, would apparently become partnmdrket discrimination. The civil, cultural and eoomic rights,
particularly with respect to occupation and propeights of each caste are compulsory.The institutf caste essentially
involves forced exclusion of one caste from thétsgof another. The unequal and hierarchal assighofeeconomic and

social rights by acknowledgment apparently impassgaints upon the freedom of occupation and hutexelopment.

The practice of caste based exclusion and discaitioin necessarily involves inability of access antitlements,
not only to economic rights, but also to civil, twwbl and political rights. These kinds of sociatlesions are major
impediments within the course of adequate sustenahtheir living conditions. Caste, untouchabilityd ethnicity based
exclusion thus effects the abilities of the indiwds to interact liberally with the other membefgstee community and
participate in economic, social and political |g&the community. Inadequate citizenship or refactdf civil rights, i.e.
freedom of expression, rule of law, right to justipolitical rights, right to participate in theesggise of political power,
and socio-economic rights, i.e. economic secunty equality of opportunities are the major caugasderprivileged and
deprived living conditions of the individuals. Casand untouchability based exclusion and discritionacan be

categorised into economic, civil, cultural and pcéil spheres. These have been stated as follows:

Economic Sphere - Exclusion and the denial of Eqpportunitieswithin the economic sphere wouldeasislly
operate through market and non-market transactéoms exchange. Firstly, exclusion may be practicedhe labour
market through denial of jobs; in the capital markeough denial of access to capital; in the agrical land market
through denial of sale and purchase or leasingrat;lin the input market through the denial of sald purchase of factor

inputs; and in the consumer market through theaderfiisale and purchase of commodities and consgouas.

Secondly, discrimination can take place througHawwurable inclusion, specifically through diffetiah
treatment in terms and conditions of agreementeftected in discrimination in the prices charged aeceived by groups,
which are discriminated against. This can be inetusf the price of factor inputs, and in case a@fisumer goods, price of
factors of production such as, wages for laboucgepof land or rent on land, interest on capitahtron residential houses,
and charges or fees on services such as, wateglectticity. Disadvantaged groups can obtain loprizes for the goods
that they sell, and could pay higher prices forgbeds that they buy, as compared with the marie¢ pr the price paid
by other groups.

Thirdly, exclusion and discrimination can take gelain terms of access to social needs suppliedhey t
government or public institutions, or by privatetitutions in education, housing and health, intlgccommon property

resources (CPR) like water bodies, grazing land,aiher land of common use.

Fourthly, a group, particularly the untouchablesynexperience social exclusion and discriminatioanfr
participation in certain types of jobs. For instanthe sweeper is usually excluded from gettinglved in any kinds of

household responsibilities. For these individu#ifere are certain norms that are implemented, ffietance, separate
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utensils are kept for them for eating and drinkpuyposes, they are made to sit on floor or sepakatees and so
forth.This is due to the concept of purity and pdin of occupations and their involvement in waeg known asimpure

occupations.

Civil and Cultural Spheres — The untouchables reggerience discriminatory treatment and exclusi@mf
obtaining access to public services like roadsptes) water bodies, transportation facilities, asfructure, educational
institutions and medical and health care centre® © physical or residential segregation and $esielusion on account
of the notion of untouchability, they undergo deental effects. Since there is a societal mechangsmstandardise,
control and implement the customary norms and roflése caste system.The untouchables usually ey disapproval
in the form of social and economic boycott and emgle, which act as a constraint to their right doiGceconomic

development and empowerment.

Political Sphere - Within the political sphereg thntouchables can experience discrimination ieseto political
rights, and participation in the decision makinggass. They are meant to perform their jobs, whictnly include,
sweeping, and cleaning. They are not allowed tooise, participate or have a say within the pdlitisphere and are

meant to follow the rules and obey the orders dividuals, belonging to upper castes.
Major Policies and Programs on Socio-Economic Devegbment

The implementation of major policies and programsriprove the socio-economic status of the disathged groups has
the main objective of bringing them at par with thet of the society. The major policies and prograhat have promoted

socio-economic development of the disadvantagedpgrbave been stated as follows:
Education for All

One can acknowledge in an appropriate manner tbatonly in India, but in other countries of the Wbias well,
Education for all is comprehensively recognizeddémthe leadership of UNESCO, a large number ohti@s met at
Jomtien (Thailand) in 1990 and made the decisigoréwide Education for All by 2000. In 1992, nineppllous countries
namely, China, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, Nigeh®xico, Bangladesh, Brazil and Egypt congregatedelhi to
strengthen their commitment towards Education fdok (&FA). For the last two decades India, with thelp of
international agencies, has adopted various mesason@rds achieving the goal of Education forHtle following are the

most significant:

Universalization of Elementary Education (UEE) The National Policy on Education 1986 envisitimst free
and compulsory education should be provided talaltiren up to the age of 14. The 86th Constititlolimendment Act,
2002 made free and compulsory education a FundamBight for all children within the age group dk $o fourteen
years. There has been institution of primary schovotural areas. The increase in the enrolmechidfiren within the age
group of six to fourteen years has taken placerdhas been significant increase in the enrolméagirts, belonging to
SCs and STs Communities and primary and upper pyisehools. Measures have been initiated by thé&raeand state
governments to reduce drop-out rates and incréesachievement levels. These include, creatingnpalrawareness and
community mobilization, involvement of communitycaPanchayati Raj Institutions, economic incentivgh as, free
education, books, stationary and uniforms, improseinin the content and process of schooling anéNalt Program of
Nutritional Support to Primary Education (Mid-Dayell Scheme).
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Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)The program that aims at achieving the goalSmifersalization of Elementary
Education is known as Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, it im@gated in 2001. The goals of SSA are,enrolmaall children
within the age group of six to fourteen years ihai, Education Guarantee Scheme (EGS) Centreg8ritourse by
2005. Bridge all the gender and social categorys gdaprimary stage by 2007 and at elementary eiduckgvel by 2010.
Universal retention by 2010, and focus on elemgreaucation of satisfactory quality with emphasis ppon education

for life.

Right to Education Act, 2009 In August 2009, Parliament passed the histoighRof Children to Free and
Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009. The new lawiewed from the perspective of children. It poms a legal
framework that allows all children between the agés-14 years to an education of reasonable guatised on
principles of equity and non-discrimination. It pides for children’s right to free and compulsorgnassion, and
completion of elementary education. More imporaritl provides for the child’s right to educatidmat is free from fear,
stress and anxiety. There are several provisionthénAct, these include, provisions prohibiting pamal punishment,
detention and expulsion. The most important asged¢b ensure that the teaching-learning procedeegtéace in an
appropriate manner and are free from stress andtgr(€ec.29), with apparent implications for coufar reform. Testing
and school grading systems need to be reviewedtvate children to develop and broaden their legynThe RTE Act
also lays down the responsibilities of teachersacher accountability systems would need to enduae dhildren are

learning and their right to learning takes placarrenvironment that is free from stress and ayxiet

National Program of Nutritional Support to Primargducation or Mid-Day Meal Scheme This program was
initiated and in the present existence too is douting a significant part in attaining the goafsSUiEE. The objectives of
Mid-Day Meal Scheme are, improving the nutritiosttus of children within the classes from | tolM3overnment, local
body, Government aided schools and EGS and AlEecgnEncouraging children belonging to disadvardagr@ups to
attend schools more regularly and to help themggate in classroom activities. During summersritianal support is
provided to the children of primary stage in drouaffiected areas.

National Literacy Mission (NLM)

The National Literacy Mission was launched in 198&ims at imparting functional literacy to adabn-literates within
the age group of 15 to 35 years within the courifhe main programs of the NLM were the Total Litgr&ampaign; its
main objective was to impart the basic literacyatiult non-literates. Post Literacy Program was daed to develop the
literacy skills of neo-literates. Continuing EduoatProgram was initiated to make provision of lities like rural library,
reading room for the neo-literates and other sastiof the community. Through Jan Shikshan Sansthaational
training was provided to the neo-literates and otlisadvantaged sections of the society. The majocomes of NLM

include:

It has been able to cover 597 districts in the tqunnder various literacy programs and approxityaie4
million people are reported to have attained litgrskills. The literacy rate of the country hasoalscreased from 52.21%
in 1991 to 65.37% in 2001, registering one of tlghést decadal growths in literacy so far. Howedespite these gains,
34% of the non-literates within the age group ofyg&rs in the world are in India. There is stilhtiouation of gender,
regional and social disparities. The Governmenindfa has decided that an integrated approachdmty needs to be

implemented. This means, the Total LiteracyCampamnd the Post Literacy Programme will operate unde literacy
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project. This approach would enable the massivbleno of illiteracy to be dealt with in a holisticamner. By treating the
impartment of functional literacy as a continuurtheat than as one benefit for the illiterate perdbe, inputs would be
made goal directed. Operation of literacy campaigosgld continue in those areas, where there is iva#Bteracy. At the
same time, those who have crossed the basic Igaptiase, programmes of consolidation, vocationglsskntegration

with life skills and other aspects would be giveiogity.
Health for All

Family Planning Program was initiated in 1951.ithed at enhancing individual health and welfarerdmote and rural
areas, the provision of health care facilitiesnisaideprived state. There have been investments fioedmproving the
health care facilities. The government is formulgtmeasures to provide health care facilities tahal citizens of India.
Major extent has been made within the country tuea® Health for All goals. Emphasis has been panuthe areas of
primary health care, immunization, family planniagd nutritional support programs. Most of the mabiacilities within
the country are concentrated around major citiestawns. To reduce the inequality, Government afidriaunched a
program known as National Rural Health Mission (NRHApart from NRHM, Government of India has alsmhched
many programs related to health of women and drildike Janani Suraksha Yojna (JSY), Balika Samn@ijna (BSY),
and Kishori Shakti Yojna (KSY). With the success MRHM, Government of India is planning to launchsianilar

program for urban areas called National Urban Hedission (NUHM).

Other national health programs include, Nationattde Borne Disease Control Program (NVBDCP), Natlon
Filaria Control Program, National Leprosy EradioatiProgram, Revised National TB Control Prograntidwal lodine
Deficiency Disorders Control Program, National M&riealth Program, National Aids Control Programatibinal Cancer
Control Program, Universal Immunization Program tiblzl Program for Prevention and Control of DeafjePilot
Program on Prevention and Control of Diabetes, Caidl Stroke, National Tobacco Control Program antioNal

Program for Control of Blindness.
National Policy for Empowerment of Women

The implementation of National Policy for Empowenhef Women was initiated in 2001. The main objextof this
policy is to create an environment through posigegenomic and social policies for the complete tment of women
and enable them to realise their complete potertiahll spheres, political, economic, social, atdd and civil, women
should be allowed to exercise equal rights. Inapgpiolitical and economic spheres, they shouldlmved to have equal
rights to participate and render an effective dbaotion in the decision making process. Equal aca#svomen to health
care, quality education at all levels, career anchtional guidance, employment, equal remuneratioaypational health
and safety, social security and public office ipéarative. Reinforcement of legal system aims ansfthening all forms of
discrimination against women. To change attitudeth® society and community practices by activeipgation of men
and women, to eliminate of discriminatory treatmemd violence against women and children and mgldand
strengthening their partnerships with the civilisbcand women’s organizations. All forms of digematory treatment
and exploitation against the girl child and viatetiof her rights shall beeliminated by implememtatof measures, both
precautionary and punitive within and outside thenify. These would relate precisely to severe emfiment of laws
against prenatal sex selection and the practicdsméle foeticide, female infanticide, child magea child abuse and

child prostitution. Elimination of discriminatoryeatment of children, especially girls within trenfily and outside and
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projection of a positive image of the girl childllbe taking into consideration. There will be sip@mphasis put upon
the needs of the girl child and assignment of suttigtl investments in areas relating to food anttittmn, health and
education, and in vocational education. In impletimgnprograms for eliminating child labour, theréllvibe special

emphasis put upon girl children.
CONCLUSIONS

The major social groups comprise of Scheduled Gasteheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, ntie®rand
women. These are located in rural as well as iamdreas. There has been initiation of variousreeseand programs by
the government that aim towards their upliftmeniffddent programs that have been initiated includegd-day meal
scheme, supply of books etc. Schools for SCs arsl Sith as Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya andiapgeatment in
Navodaya Vidyalaya, National Talent Search Schemared,scholarships are also provided. NSFDC, NSKRRETFDC,
SCDC and STDC have been opened to make provisifinasicial assistance to SCs and STs. TRIFED mpk@ssion of

marketing assistance to the disadvantaged groupkd products.

Empowerment of women, belonging to disadvantagedps is in an inadequate condition. They have menb
able to obtain sufficient access to education, thezdre and other productive resources. They remairginalized, poor
and socially excluded on a large scale. The childrelonging to disadvantaged groups are experign@nious kinds of
problems, such as, child labour and are even stéido mistreatment and exploitation. In the pressistence, there
have been establishment of programs and schemesdkie encouraged free education and skills dewsop among
them. It is essential to provide solutions to thebems of poverty, illiteracy, and unemploymenssisting individuals
towards generating a source of income, enablingttterecognize the significance of education an#tingaprovision of
other resources that would generate welfare oirttividuals include civic amenities, infrastructugroper hygiene and
sanitation, clean drinking water and proper numnitiThese are imperative sources that help theithdils to sustain their

living conditions in an appropriate manner.
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